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Spotlight
Launched:




Medical Travel Guide launched 
South West Transport Connections Medical Travel Guide was launched by local MP the Hon Hugh Delahunty last month. It is designed to assist people from South West Victoria to attend appointments in Melbourne and regional centres. The guide draws together information on how to use public transport, support services such as the Medical Companion Project and where to find information about accommodation.Hospitals:




There are two parts, one for consumers and another with information about specific hospitals for service providers to pass on as required. The guide has been developed in consultation with local consumers and carers.
The guide is available on the internet and will be reviewed every three months.


Drop and go – Wyndham TCP: Connecting Communities in the West
Residents of Manor Lakes are finding it easier to access train services at Werribee Station. The Transport Connections Project has partnered with Manor Lakes Residents Association to raise awareness of the Drop & Go Bus-Train Connection.
The “Drop & Go” concept encourages Manor Lake residents to organise someone to drop them off at Manor Lakes Shopping Centre and catch the 447, 448 or 449 bus to Werribee Station. When they return from Werribee Station, they organise someone to pick them up at Manor Lakes Shopping Centre.
The concept encourages residents to make use of the improved route bus service that operates in the area and supports a reduction in car usage. The “Drop & Go “concept will be promoted through flyers, the council website, posters and print media.

Train Travel Safety Day
As part of Seniors’ Week Baw Baw Transport Connections held a Train Travel Safety Day. Six seniors travelled on the train from Warragul to Trafalgar and returned. Another six seniors met us at the Warragul TAFE tea rooms in the Warragul Train Station complex to listen to a presentation that Ron Lambert TCP Officer gave to the group.
As a result of this presentation three seniors now feel comfortable catching the train from Warragul and district. These people had not considered rail travel before as a viable way of travelling around Baw Baw and to the city. One elderly lady discussed catching the train to Dandenong the day before and was able to share her story with the group which further empowered people to choose non car travel.

Murrindindi TCP helps older people to attend water exercise
Older residents living in Eildon, Alexandra, Buxton and Marysville are benefitting from a partnership to help them to attend a gentle water exercise program in Marysville.Murrindindi TCP




Nadine Blair visits North West Metro and Gippsland Regions
I visited the Casey Cardinia TCP in October and Nillumbik just last week. GAA Presentation:




In Casey Cardinia discussions focussed on possibilities for an Innovation Fund submission, but the highlight for everyone, was a presentation from Mark Knudsen, Director of Infrastructure Coordination at the Growth Areas Authority. Mark gave a fantastic presentation (attached) on the thinking and level of planning that goes into Growth Area projects. 
In Nillumbik the Steering Committee held a workshop to come up with a local Innovation Fund initiative. There was a lot of discussion, and a focus on medical and community transport was agreed. Additional work will be done out of session by the group to flesh out their exciting proposal.

Bulletin Schedule
We’re keen to publish bulletins around particular themes of transport disadvantage. There are some tentative ideas listed below. If you would prefer different topics, please send them to Nadine Blair for consideration. We’ll confirm themes for future editions prior to their release. 
					Deadline	Release
December (Disability)			7th		12th

VPS Hub 
All TCP Coordinators should have received an invite to join the VPS Hub – Transport Connections Program on Wednesday 7 September. If you are a TCP Coordinator and haven’t received an invite yet please let Nadine Blair know. 


Events and Resources

Telstra Connected Seniors – grant opportunity
The program allows organisations to run training courses for their members, introducing them to new technology in ways which are fun, hands on and solve everyday problems. In practical terms, this could be as simple as arranging a bridge game via SMS messaging, or emailing family photos.
Grants are comprised of cash to assist with purchasing equipment and covering running costs. Training materials will be provided to assist organisers and trainers to run successful courses. 
Visit the website here.

Indicators of Community strength: a framework and evidence. Why social capital can build more resilient families and communities
A new report provides an underpinning framework and evidence for the Victorian Government’s community development work. The report provides the international evidence that building community participation and collaborative governance has a significant impact on social and economic outcomes. The benefits generated are so significant they make community development an important focus for government. 

Workshops: Professor Jennifer Ball from Canada
The Bank of I.D.E.A.S. in partnership with Municipal Association of Victoria is coordinating a workshop tour to Australia by Professor Jennifer Ball from Canada. Jennifer is passionate about community engagement and conflict resolution strategies and is a leading exponent of the Circles process. She has experience working as a community planner, in restorative justice, in East and Southern Africa and with indigenous North Americans. Click here for registration details.

Update from the Department of Health
The Department of Health is reviewing Home and Community Care, the Victorian Patient Transport Assistance Scheme and non-urgent Ambulance Victoria patient transport programs in the context of other community, private and public transport options, with a view to improving their operation and coordination. At the same time, DH is consulting with the Department of Planning and Community Development and the Department of Transport around community transport activity and access to services for Victorians.Department of Health:
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TCP media coverage from this month includes stories from Craigieburn, Mildura and Central Goldfields Shire. Well done to coordinators for attracting this coverage.




