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Knox City Council
Economic Development Activities 

Supporting Proposals for 
Rail and Tram Projects within the City of Knox
Background:
Knox City Council, together with other interested parties, has long advocated for improved rail-based services in the outer east of Melbourne.  More specifically this has focused on:

1. Extension of the Burwood Highway tram service from Vermont South to Knox City, (approx. 5 kilometres) and eventually to connect with rail at Upper Ferntree Gully Station

2. Construction of a rail service from Huntingdale Station via North and Wellington Roads to Rowville, approx 12 kms.
Population Projections:
· Knox - 152,000 in 2006, increasing to 170,000 in 2031

· Lysterfield/Rowville – 36,000 in 2006 to 41,000 in 2031
· Revised population projects to align with “Melbourne @ 5 million” are expected in Mid June 2010 and may add up to 20,000 people to the population of Knox.
Current and Anticipated Economic Development Activities:
· EastLlink

-
Increasingly strengthening Knox’s appeal as a location for 
industry and commerce.  As populations and businesses 
grow, a precinct similar to Waverley/Mulgrave is likely to 
develop within the Scoresby-Rowville Employment 
Precinct around Ferntree Gully and Stud Roads.

· Knox City Principal Activity Centre/Knox Central Project

-
This 200 hectare precinct is being planned by Council as the 
centre point for the City’s future.  Plans include additional 
retail, commercial, industrial and residential development 
complemented by public open space and entertainment 
localities. 
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· Villa Maria

- 
Following sale of a major site in Kew, Villa Maria will develop 
a retirement village of more than 300 apartments, ancillary 
health services, offices, café and related services within a 
nursing home comprising up to 7 levels on this Stud Road 

site, just south of Burwood Highway.

· DPI Site

- 
VicUrban is awaiting authority to become the developer of 
surplus government land, (25-30 ha.), previously occupied by 
State government agricultural laboratories at corner of 
Burwood Highway and Scoresby Road.  This has the 
potential to create a development involving substantial 
residential, commercial, retail and entertainment uses.

· Stud Park Activity Centre
- 
ING Real Estate are planning the staged expansion of up to 
65,000 sqm  involving additional retail space, integrated 
public transport, town square and public plaza and as well as 
provision for a future rail station on Stud Road

· Scoresby Rowville Employment Precinct, (incl Caribbean Business Park and Wellington Road industrial)

- 
Approved by Minister for Planning in May 2008, this precinct 
has considerable capacity for commercial, advanced 
industrial, and possibly residential development.
- 
Up to 30,000 jobs could be created in this precinct over next 
20 years.

- 
Further residential development will also occur in the area
Connecting Education and Training Facilities:

· Monash University
- 
Monash University is increasing its attention to improving the 
public transport links to and between its Caulfield and 
Clayton campuses.  A North Road/Wellington Road rail 
outcome would meet this need.

· Deakin University
- 
Deakin’s Burwood campus, (its largest), draws students from 
right across Melbourne’s inner and eastern suburbs.  A tram 
service on Burwood Highway would enhance its capacity to 
service these students.
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· Swinburne University of Technology
- 
Swinburne’s Wantirna South campus is being re-positioned 
as the focus of its research and teaching in sustainability.  
This expansion would be usefully supported by a capacity to 
provide effective rail-based public transport to students
 
across the east of Melbourne.

· KIOSC – Knox Innovation, Opportunity and Sustainability Centre
- 
Based at Swinburne Wantirna, this $10.5m, federally funded 
Trade Training Centre will commence in 2011 to offer 
programs to secondary students from across Knox, and 
progressively from wider areas.

· Knox School

- 
Located on Burwood Highway, Knox School draws students 
from east and west many of whom would benefit 
considerably from a tram service immediately adjacent to its 
site.

· St Andrews Christian College

- 
Relocating from the RVIB site in East Burwood, this private 
school will now have an interest in its students from inner 
and middle suburbs being able to obtain public transport to 
its new site adjacent to Burwood Highway, near Knox City.
Conclusion:
Given the above activities and development prospects, together with the need to create more local/regional and sustainable forms of public transport, there is a strengthening case for an investigation to consider the possible options and identify the costs and benefits that might flow to Melbourne’s east and to the State generally from the development of integrated transport infrastructure.
Knox City Council stands ready to play a central part in bringing this project forward in partnership with the Victorian Government and other stakeholders.
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