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Golden Plains Shire 
Golden Plains Shire is a rural-based municipality located between Victoria’s two largest 
regional centres of Geelong and Ballarat. This means that while the shire offers a country 
lifestyle and environment, high quality city services and facilities are not too far away. This is 
generally a good thing but also presents some real challenges. 
For example: 
 

�  There is no major township in Golden Plains that provides services and community 
activities for the whole shire. 

�  Ballarat and Geelong at either end of the municipality drag the majority of Golden 
Plains residents away from their local communities for services, employment, 
education and entertainment. 

�  The population is growing rapidly, yet there are many isolated population ‘centres’ 
dispersed over 57 localities, 35 communities and 14 townships – only 12 of which 
have a shop.  

 

Golden Plains Shire has a population exceeding 17,000 people. It has only one town of just 
over 3,000 people (Bannockburn) and four others with populations of around 1,000 people. 
Most other towns and settlements have fewer than 500 people. There is only one pharmacy, 
one GP clinic, one dental clinic and one bank – and all of these are in Bannockburn. There 
are very few community based service providers with a home base in the shire.  
 
Apart from the traditional owners of the land, the shire is characterised by three waves of 
new arrivals. The first was the original settlers and land owners. Their descendants are still 
involved in broad acre farming. The second wave was the soldier settlers with their wives 
and children. Currently, the shire is experiencing a third wave of population growth with 
many young families and new retirees moving to Golden Plains.  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



How many people will live in Golden Plains Shire in the next 20 years? 
Data from the Australian Bureau of Statistics suggests that Golden Plains Shire’s population 
will steadily increase over the next 10 to 20 years, growing by approximately 4000 residents 
by the year 2020 and 5000 residents by the year 2030. 
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The graph below from the Australian Bureau of Statistics further highlights the forecasted 
growth rates for the Golden Plains Shire  
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What are the transport issues faced by shire residents? 
The Golden Plains Shire Council Municipal Public Health Plan 2008 -2012 Healthy People 
Healthy Places identifies the growing demand for transport services. With limited services 
and facilities in the shire’s small towns, residents rely on services based elsewhere.  
 
As the majority of residents work or study outside the shire, so many households are left 
without a car during the day. Therefore, the availability of public and community transport is 
important so that people can stay connected to each other and to services in larger 
townships and in Ballarat and Geelong. Residents are concerned about the adequacy of 
transport with a higher than State average rating given to transport limitations - 25.7 
compared with 20.4 for Victoria. (Source Community Indicators Wellbeing Report 2007).  
There are limited bus services to Geelong and Ballarat, and all forms of public and private 
road travel is made more difficult by the lack of any major highway through the shire. The 
Midland, Hamilton and Glenelg highways effectively go around the shire. Some 19.3% of 
households in Golden Plains have only one vehicle and 1.6% of households have no 
vehicle.  
 
Residents have also expressed a strong desire to see improved connectivity within and 
between towns and communities, with improved paths and trails identified as the most 
important issue in 14 of the 20 Township Plans prepared across the shire. 
 
Transport Connections Project 
What is the Transport Connections Project? 
From a State wide perspective Transport Connections is an $18.3 million Victorian 
Government investment and a Joint initiative of the Department of Planning & Community 
Development, Department of Transport, Department of Human Services and the 
Department of Education & Early Childhood Development 
 
There are 32 Transport Connections Projects in Victoria. Each project helps to deliver small-
scale localised transport initiatives across the State. For example, extending the routes of 
existing services and the implementation of new trial services. The Golden Plains Shire 
Council’s project is called the Golden Connections project. 
 
What does Transport Connections mean for the Golden Plains Shire? 
Transport is one of the most significant barriers to accessing services, employment, 
recreation and social networks and has been identified in numerous community 
consultations across the Golden Plains Shire. 
 
Transport Connections means; 

·  Communities working together for a common goal  
·  Community participation and active involvement in identifying the issues that are 

affecting the community 
·  Connecting communities to each other and major regional centres 
·  Creating access to medical, food, shopping, entertainment, education and transport 

services 
 
The Golden Connections project aims to build local partnerships to develop innovative 
solutions to local transport issues, while utilising (where appropriate) existing transport 
assets like taxis, buses, community buses and volunteers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



How does Transport Connections work in Golden Plains Shire? 
Before the Golden Connections project even existed the Golden Plains Shire Community 
Development Unit facilitated numerous community consultations. In 2003 the Community 
Development Unit put together a community plan for each area that was consulted. The 
plans revealed “improving access to transport” as the most identified need.   
 
In 2003 the State Government announced the initial round of funding for the first Transport 
Connections Project Trials. The Golden Plains Shire wrote a successful submission for the 
trials and thus the Golden Connections project was born.  
 
The Golden Connections project established a Community Transport Service which utilised 
shire cars & buses, taxis and commercial buses. The Community Transport Service was a 
huge success and progressed steadily over the next three years and is now a permanent 
fixture of the Golden Plains Shire. 
 
In 2007 the State Government announced the second round for Transport Connections and 
once again the Golden Plains Shire was successful. The funding was used to further 
increase opportunities for transport within the Shire and build on the past successes.  Since 
2007 the Golden Connections project has establish the Rokewood to Ballarat Service, 
Linton Shopper Service, Dereel Swimming Service, transport for seniors & youth, and 
medical transport. 
 
What is the future vision for the Golden Connections project? 
The Golden Connection project has the following vision, mission and goals. 
 

1 Year Vision 
By December 2010 a Golden Connections trial bus service will be running in the northern, 
central and southern parts of the Golden Plains Shire. 
 

3 Year Vision 
By December 2013 no town or locality in the Golden Plains Shire will be more than 20 
kilometres from a public transport service. 
 

Mission 
Golden Connections an integrated approach to improving access to and increasing the 
range of transport services in the Golden Plains Shire and surrounding communities. 
 
Goals 

1. To work with local communities and other strategic partners to improve transport 
services across the Shire 

2. To make better use of available transport resources 
3. To increase community awareness and use of transport services  
4. To increase the range and frequency of public transport in Golden Plains Shire 
5. To increase participation in walking, cycling and related activities 
6. To improve paths and trails infrastructure network across Golden Plains Shire 
7. To improve provision and extend the catchment of community transport services in 

Golden Plains Shire and surrounding communities. 
 
For more information on the Golden Connections project please refer to the Golden 
Connections Management & Planning document or visit www.goldenplains.vic.gov.au.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



What transport is available in the Golden Plains Shire? 
 
Golden Connections Trial Services 
What is a trial service? 
This is a transport service that has been temporarily approved by the Department of 
Transport as a result of a proposal put forward by Golden Connections project. These trials 
may run from six to twelve months and their continued existence is dependent upon 
community support and recurrent funding from the Department of Transport. 
 
A trial service is a comparatively cheaper alternative to a permanent service and is a 
fantastic opportunity for communities to prove their commitment to addressing their 
identified transport needs. Current timetable information for trial services in the Golden 
Plains Shire can be found at www.goldenplains.vic.gov.au  
 
 

Rokewood to Ballarat Service  
Rokewood is located in the central west part of Golden 
Plains Shire which experiences higher rates of isolation 
than the north and south areas due to the long distances 
between nearby towns and the major regional centres of 
Ballarat & Geelong 
 
The Rokewood to Ballarat service operates twice a week 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays, stopping at Rokewood, 
Dereel, Enfield, Napoleons, Ross Creek, Sebastopol 
Curtis Street, Lydiard Street and Norman Street.  
 
This service also operates on Fridays during the school 
holidays until December 2010. It is the only public 
transport available in the area and provides local 
residents with access to the shopping and services that 
are available in Ballarat. It is a flexible service which 
means that it can pick up/drop off anywhere along the 
route that is safe. 

 
 
Geelong to Bannockburn Service 
The Geelong to Bannockburn service operates five days a week on weekdays and services 
Geelong City, Geelong Station, Batesford, Gheringhap and Bannockburn. This particular 
trial was put in place to support the existing V/Line service which runs daily to Geelong and 
Ballarat. It is a fixed route service which means it can only pick up and drop off passengers 
at designated bus stops. 
 

 
 



Bannockburn Loop Service 
The Bannockburn Loop service operates 3 days a week on Tuesdays, Fridays and 
Saturdays and connects the towns of Inverleigh, Teesdale and Shelford to each other and 
to Bannockburn. The service provides the only public transport available in Teesdale and 
Shelford. It is a flexible service which means that it can pick up passengers at any safe 
location along the route. The service is divided into two routes; 
 
Route 1: Route 1 runs on Tuesdays and Saturdays and stops at Inverleigh, Teesdale and 
Bannockburn. 
 

 
 
Route 2: Route 2 runs on Fridays only and stops at Shelford, Teesdale and Bannockburn. 
 

 
 
Community Transport 
What is community transport? 
The Community Transport Service is made up of three 12 seater buses which are housed at 
various locations across the shire. The service is operated by Golden Plains Shire Council 
and is run solely by community based volunteer drivers. The Community Transport Service 
services the whole of the Golden Plains Shire, however this is limited by the number of 
drivers and vehicles available.  
 
The idea of community transport is to provide accessible and appropriate transport for 
people whom public transport is not an option. Community transport is a very personalised 
service, providing door to door and through the door service when required. Current 
timetable information for community transport services can be found at 
www.goldenplains.vic.gov.au. 
 
What is Demand Responsive Transport? 
Demand Responsive Transport (DRT) is a form of public transport characterised by flexible 
routing and scheduling of small/medium vehicles according to passengers needs1. DRT can 
provide a public transport service in rural areas or areas of low passenger demand where a 
regular bus service may not be as viable2. The Golden Plains Shire Community Transport 
Service is a good example of DRT. 
 

                                                           
1 Synopsis of DRT European Commission Directorate-General for Energy and Transport 
2 Synopsis of DRT European Commission Directorate-General for Energy and Transport 



What community transport is available? 
Linton - Ballarat Shopper Service 
The Linton to Ballarat Shopper Service operates once a week each Wednesday and stops 
at Linton, Scarsdale, Smythesdale, Haddon, Stocklands Wendouree and Bridge Mall 
Ballarat.  Linton is located in the north west of the shire which experiences less isolation 
than the central part of the shire due it its geographic location along the Glenelg Highway 
and its proximity to the larger township of Smythesdale and regional centre of Ballarat. 
 

 
 
 

Dereel Swimming Service 
This service operates once a week and provides access 
for Dereel residents to participate in specific heated pool 
exercise sessions located at Mt Helen near Ballarat.  
 
Dereel is located in the central west part of Golden 
Plains Shire which experiences higher rates of isolation 
than the north and south areas due to the long distances 
between nearby towns and the major regional centres of 
Ballarat & Geelong. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Medical Transport 
This is a demand responsive service to take Golden Plains Shire residents to and from 
medical and specialist medical appointments located at Melbourne, Ballarat or Geelong.  
 
General Community Transport 
The Community Transport Service provides demand responsive transport for anyone in the 
community who requires transport. This service is commonly used for shopping trips, youth 
transport, social meetings and community groups.  
 
The Community Transport Service vehicles are also available for public hire when not in 
use. Golden Plains Shire will also hire larger buses as required for community groups or 
events that require more than a large number of people to be transported. 
 
 



Public Transport 
What is Public Transport? 
The term public transport refers to publically accessible, fare based transport services which 
can include planes, trains, buses, trams and taxis but in the case of Golden Plains Shire 
includes only buses and taxis. Golden Plains Shire is defined as a Greenfields site which 
means that no domestic bus companies currently service the area. The only bus services 
currently available in Golden Plains Shire are V/Line regional services. The towns in Golden 
Plains Shire that are serviced by buses are Meredith, Lethbridge, Bannockburn, 
Gheringhap, Batesford, Linton, Scarsdale, Smythesdale, Haddon, Smythes Creek and 
Inverleigh. These towns are serviced due to their geographic location along major highways 
between Ballarat, Geelong, Warrnambool and Hamilton. 
 

 
 
The available buses in the Golden Plains Shire are fixed route services3 which means they 
can only pick up passengers at designated bus stops. Information regarding accessibility 
and current timetable information for all V/line services in Golden Plains Shire can be found 
at www.vline.com.au  
 

Bannockburn & District Taxis 
Bannockburn and District Taxis have one Taxi which 
can hold up to 4 passengers and one Maxi Taxi 
which can hold up to 12 passengers and is 
wheelchair accessible. This taxi service operates 
seven days a week and provides accessible, 
demand responsive transport to any area within the 
taxis licensing boundaries.  
 
Bannockburn Taxis service the towns of She Oaks, 
Steiglitz, Bamganie, Sutherlands Creek, Russells 
Bridge, Stone Haven, Gheringhap, Bannockburn, 
Teesdale, Shelford, Inverleigh and Meredith.  The 
diagram to the left highlights the taxis service 
boundaries. 
 
Bordering Taxi Services 
There are many taxi services located outside of the 
Golden Plains Shire that are able to service many 
parts of the shire that lie outside of the Bannockburn 
& District Taxi Service area. These taxi services are 
located in Ballarat, Geelong, Colac, Ararat & 
Hamilton. 

                                                           
3 with the exception of the Inverleigh to Geelong V/Line Service 



 
Bendigo to Geelong V/Line Coach Service 
The coach service operates seven days a week and 
stops at Bendigo Station, Kangaroo Flat, Lockwood, 
Spring Creek, Maldon, Welshman’s Reef, Newstead, 
Campbelltown, Smeaton, Allendale, Broomfield, 
Harcourt, Castlemaine Station, Guildford, Daylesford, 
Blampied, Newlyn, Creswick, Ballarat City, Ballarat 
Station, Sovereign Hill, Buninyong, Warrenheip, 
Navigators, Yendon, Lal Lal, Clarendon, Elaine, 
Meredith, Lethbridge, Bannockburn, Gheringhap, 
Batesford, Bell Park and Geelong Station.  
 
 
 
 
Ballarat to Geelong V/Line Coach Service 
The coach service operates seven days a week and 
stops at Ballarat Station, Sovereign Hill, Mount 
Helen, Buninyong, Warrenheip, Navigators, Yendon, 
Lal Lal, Clarendon, Elaine, Meredith, Lethbridge, 
Bannockburn, Gheringhap, Batesford, Bell park, 
Geelong Station and Geelong City.   

 
Inverleigh to Geelong V/Line Coach Service 
The coach service operates Fridays only and stops at Inverleigh Hall and Geelong City 
Malop Street. It is a limited flexible service which means it can pick up at any safe location 
along the Hamilton Highway to Fyansford where it then changes into a fixed route service.  
 

 
 
Ballarat to Hamilton V/Line Coach Service 
The coach service operates seven days a week and stops at Ballarat Station, Smythesdale, 
Scarsdale, Linton, Skipton, Streatham, Westmere, Lake Bolac, Wickliffe, Glenthompson, 
Dunkeld and Hamilton Station. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ballarat to Mt Gambier V/Line Coach Service 
The coach service operates one day a week and stops at Ballarat Station, Smythesdale, 
Scarsdale, Linton, Skipton, Streatham, Westmere, Lake Bolac, Wickliffe, Glenthompson, 
Dunkeld, Hamilton Station, Coleraine, Casterton and Mt Gambier. 
 

 
 
Ballarat to Warrnambool V/Line Coach Service 
The coach service operates seven days a week and stops at Ballarat, Smythes Creek, 
Haddon, Smythesdale, Scarsdale, Linton, Skipton, Lismore, Derrinallum, Darlington, 
Mortlake, Camperdown, Terang and Warrnambool  
 

 
 
Private Transport 
Due to limited public transport options and the long distances between towns the majority of 
Golden Plains Shire residents rely heavily on private vehicle use. This situation is 
compounded by the fact that Ballarat & Geelong are the top two employers for residents of 
the Golden Plains Shire. Approximately 68.6% of the Golden Plains workforce are employed 
outside of the Shire4. Golden Plains Shire residents own more vehicles per head of 
population when compared to the nearby G21 Region. The following table of information is 
from the Australia Bureau of Statistics. 
 

 

                                                           
4 ABS 2006 Journey to Work unpublished data 



Analysis of the car ownership of the households in Golden Plains Shire in 2006 compared to 
the G21 Region shows that 93.4% of the households owned at least one car, while 1.6% did 
not, compared with 86.8% and 7.3% respectively in the G21 Region.  
 
Overall, 19.3% of the households owned one car; 42.5% owned two cars; and 31.6% owned 
three cars or more, compared with 33.8%; 37.2% and 15.8% respectively for the G21 
Region. 
 
School Buses 
What is a school bus? 
School buses operate during weekdays (school term only) and are responsible for 
transporting students to and from their school.  School bus contracts are administered and 
funded by the Department of Transport but follow the policy set by the Department of 
Education and Early Childhood Development (DEECD) and are provided for mainstream 
school students only." 
 

 
 
Can I access a school bus? 
Only mainstream (Prep to Year 12) students can access a school bus, TAFE, University, 
Apprentices and other alternative education options are not included and fall under the term 
general public and as such are expected to use public or private transport to access their 
education facilities. 
 
Non student access on school buses is possible but the DEECD approval process is lengthy 
and dependant on a number of variables including; Police and Working with Children’s 
Checks, written references, term based up front payment, the permission of the school bus 
coordinator and available seating on the school bus in question.  
 
What parts of the Golden Plains Shire are serviced by school buses? 
School Buses are the most comprehensive transport available in the shire with the majority 
of towns and localities serviced by school buses. The following map of school bus routes 
through the shire is current to the year 2008 and is subject to change without notification by 
Department of Transport. For all enquiries regarding current bus routes please contact your 
local school bus coordinator. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



Active Transport 
What is active transport? 
“Active transport relates to physical activity undertaken as a means of transport. It includes 
travel by foot, bicycle and other non-motorised vehicles. Use of public transport is also 
included in the definition as it often involves some walking or cycling to pick-up and from 
drop-off points. Active transport does not include walking, cycling or other physical activity 
that is undertaken for recreation.”5 
 
Active transport helps to keep people healthy, happy and fit. Ideally the community we live 
in should provide environments that support active transport, which include shared 
pathways, safe crossing points, bike trails, skate parks, bike lanes on roads and accessible 
curbing.  
 

 
 
Benefits of active transport? 
As active transport is a form of physical activity the benefits of both are identical. Physical 
activity is known to provide a large range of physical and mental health benefits which 
include6; 
 

�  increasing physical fitness 

�  improving cardiovascular health 

�  lowering the risk of diabetes  

�  improving mental health 

�  decreased body fat 

�  increased lean muscle, muscle strength and bone density 

�  improved quality of life and long term health 

�  stronger immune system 

 
What active transport opportunities are available in the Golden Plains Shire? 
For locations of paths and trails and detailed statistics on active transport trends in the 
Golden Plains Shire please refer to the 2005 Golden Plains Shire Council Paths and Trails 
Strategy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
5 Be Active Australia: A Framework for Health Sector Action for Physical Activity 2005-2010 
 
6 Facts & Stats Department of Sport & Recreation. Government of Western Australia 



What levels of transport disadvantage are experienced in Golden Plains 
Shire? 
As mentioned earlier, the size of the Shire, the large distances between the towns and the 
relatively small populations of each town make accessing public transport difficult for 
residents. The following table lists each town in the Golden Plains Shire and rates them by 
transport disadvantage.  
 
Low Transport Disadvantage  0 - 5 kilometres away from public transport 

Moderate Transport Disadvantage  5 - 20 kilometres away from public transport 

High Transport Disadvantage  20 + kilometres away from public transport 

 
The levels of disadvantage were based on;  

�  Distance from public transport and regional centres. 
�  Whether or not the public transport could be reached via walking or riding. 
�  Geographic location. 
�  Population.  
�  Number of services per week.  

 
Example 1 
 

The town of Teesdale is 0.0 km away from a Trial Bus Service and 11.4 km away from a 
V/Line Bus Service. Although it isn’t shown in the table, the number of services per week for 
the Trial Bus Service is two per week. This overrides the 11.4 km distance away from the 
V/Line Bus Service and for this reason is rated as low transport disadvantage. 

Teesdale 
0.0 km 

11.4 km 
Low 

Teesdale 

Bannockburn 

Trial Bus 

V/Line Bus 
Bannockburn 

 
Example 2 
 

The town of Stonehaven is 0.0 km away from a V/Line Bus Service and 11.4 km away from 
bus services in Geelong but it is rated as having a medium transport disadvantage. At first 
glance some towns may appear to be in the wrong category. However, even though 
Stonehaven has a rating of 0.0 km for a V/Line Bus the service runs only once a week. In 
this example the number of services per week overrides the distance from public transport 
and for this reason is categorised as having a medium transport disadvantage. 

Stonehaven 

0.0 km 

11.4 km 

11.4 km 

11.4 km 

Medium 

Stonehaven 

Geelong 

Geelong 

Geelong 

V/Line Bus 

V/Line Train 

V/Line Bus 

Domestic Bus 

Bannockburn 

Geelong 

 
What does the data show? 
Analysis of the tabled data shows that; 

�  The majority of towns in Golden Plains Shire are grouped as having a medium 
transport disadvantage.  

�  The average distance from public transport in the Shire is 12.5 kilometres. 
�  The median distance from public transport is 11.25 kilometres. 

 
 
 
 
 



Town 
Distance to  
public transport  

Rating Access Points Type  Taxi Zone 

Anakie (part) 24.8 km High Meredith V/Line Bus Bannockburn 

Berrybank (part) 

15.0 km 

39.0 km 

39.0 km 

High 

Lismore 

Linton 

Linton 

V/Line Bus 

V/Line Bus 

C.Transport 

Colac 

Ballarat 

Cressy (part) 

20.6 km 

43.6 km 

43.6 km 

High 

Rokewood 

Colac 

Colac 

Trial Bus 

V/Line Bus 

V/Line Train 

Bannockburn 

Colac 

Colac 

Hesse 

27.2 km 

48.1 km 

48.1 km 

41.0 km 

High 

Shelford 

Colac 

Colac 

Rokewood 

Trial Bus 

V/Line Bus 

V/Line Train 

Trial Bus 

Bannockburn 

Colac 

Mount Bute 
(part) 

16.2 km 

31.1 km 

30.4 km 

30.4 km 

High 

Lismore 

Rokewood 

Linton 

Linton 

V/Line Bus 

Trial Bus 

V/Line Bus 

C.Transport 

Colac 

Pitfield 

16.8 km 

20.0 km 

20.0 km 

High 

Rokewood 

Scarsdale 

Scarsdale 

Trial Bus 

Vline Bus 

C.Transport 

Ballarat 

Hamilton 

Colac 

Wallinduc 
19.6 km 

29.7 km 
High 

Lismore 

Rokewood 

V/Line Bus 

Trial Bus 
Colac 

Willowvale 
20.1 km 

20.1 km 
High 

Linton 

Linton 

V/Line Bus 

C.Transport 
Colac 

Wingeel 

20.0 km 

20.0 km 

27.1 km 

High 

Inverleigh 

Inverleigh 

Rokewood 

Trial Bus 

V/Line Bus 

Trial Bus 

Bannockburn 

Colac 



 
Town 

 
Distance to  
public transport  

 
Rating 

 
Access Points 

 
Type  

 
Taxi Zone 

Barunah Park 
10.5 km 

22.3 km 
Medium 

Shelford 

Rokewood 

Trial Bus 

Trial Bus 
Bannockburn 

Bamganie 11.1km Medium Lethbridge V/Line Bus Bannockburn 

Berringa 

13.6 km 

15.0 km 

15.0 km 

Medium 

Enfield 

Scarsdale 

Scarsdale 

Trial Bus 

V/Line Bus 

C. Transport 

Bannockburn 

Ballarat 

Cape Clear 
17.3 km 

14.7 km 
Medium 

Dereel 

Scarsdale 

Scarsdale 

Trial Bus 

V/Line Bus 

C.Transport 

Bannockburn 

Ballarat 

Corindhap 7.1 km Medium Dereel Trial Bus 
Bannockburn 

Ballarat 

Durdidwarrah 12.8 km Medium Meredith V/Line Bus 
Bannockburn 

Ballarat 

Durham Lead 
8.6 km 

6.1 km 
Medium 

Napoleons 

Buninyong 

Trial Bus 

Domestic Bus 
Ballarat 

Garibaldi 
12.8 km 

10.1 km 
Medium 

Enfield 

Buninyong 

Trial Bus 

Domestic Bus 
Ballarat 

 

Grenville 

11.6 km 

13.9 km 
Medium 

Enfield 

Buninyong 

Trial Bus 

Domestic Bus 
Ballarat 

Happy Valley 
6.4 km 

6.4 km 
Medium 

Linton 

Linton 

V/Line Bus 

C.Transport 
Ballarat 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



Town Distance to  
public transport  

Rating Access Points Type  Taxi Zone 

Illabarook 

12.2 km 

20.2 km 

20.2 km 

Medium 

Rokewood 

Scarsdale 

Scarsdale 

Trial Bus 

V/Line Bus 

C.Transport 

Bannockburn 

Colac 

Mannibadar 

12.2 km 

14.1 km 

14.1 km 

Medium 

Skipton 

Linton 

Linton 

V/Line Bus 

V/Line Bus 

C.Transport 

Ballarat 

Hamilton 

Maude 6.4 km Medium Lethbridge V/Line Bus 
Bannockburn 

Geelong 

Morrisons 10.1 km Medium Elaine V/Line Bus 

Bannockburn 

Ballarat 

Bacchus Marsh 

Mount Mercer 
14.8 km 

15.8 km 
Medium 

Elaine 

Dereel 

V/Line Bus 

Trial Bus 
Ballarat 

Murgheboluc 

0.0 km 

7.3 km 

8.0 km 

21.1 km 

21.1 km 

21.1 km 

Medium  

Murgheboluc 

Inverleigh 

Bannockburn 

Geelong 

Geelong 

Geelong 

V/Line Bus 

Trial Bus 

V/Line Bus 

Domestic Bus 

V/Line Bus 

V/Line Train 

Bannockburn 

Geelong 

Nintingbool 
5.7 km 

5.7 km 
Medium 

Smythesdale 

Smythesdale 

V/Line Bus 

C.Transport 
Ballarat 

Piggoreet 
7.7 km 

7.7 km 
Medium 

Scarsdale 

Scarsdale 

V/Line Bus 

C.Transport 
Ballarat 

Pittong 
8.5 km 

8.5 km 
Medium 

Linton 

Linton 

V/Line Bus 

C.Transport 

Colac 

Hamilton 



 
Town 

 
Distance to  
public transport  

 
Rating 

 
Access Points 

 
Type  

 
Taxi Zone 

Rokewood 
Junction 

8.1 km 

23.8 km 

23.8 km 

Medium 

Dereel 

Scarsdale 

Scarsdale 

Trial Bus 

V/Line Bus 

C.Transport 

Colac 

Ballarat 

Shelford 

0.0 km 

6.6 km 

14.4 km 

Medium 

Shelford 

Teesdale 

Inverleigh 

Trial Bus 

Trial Bus 

V/Line Bus 

Bannockburn 

Steiglitz 11.9 km Medium Lethbridge V/Line Bus Bannockburn 

Stonehaven 

0.0 km 

11.4 km 

11.4 km 

11.4 km 

Medium 

Stonehaven 

Geelong 

Geelong 

Geelong 

V/Line Bus 

V/Line Train 

V/Line Bus 

Domestic Bus 

Bannockburn 

Geelong 

Sutherlands 
Creek 8.6 km Medium Bannockburn V/Line Bus 

 

Bannockburn 

Geelong 

Werneth 

 

14.4 km 

26.3 km 

 

Medium 

 

Rokewood 

Lismore 

 

Trial Bus 

V/Line Bus 

 

Colac 

 

Bannockburn 0.0 km Low Bannockburn V/Line Bus Bannockburn 

Batesford (part) 0.0 km Low Batesford V/Line Bus Bannockburn 

Cambrian Hill 

3.2 km 

3.2 km 

8.5 km 

Low 

Sebastopol 

Sebastopol 

Ballarat 

Trial Bus 

Domestic Bus 

V/Line Train 

Ballarat 

      



Town Distance to  
public transport  

Rating Access Points Type  Taxi Zone 

 

Dereel 

 

0.0 km 

 

Low 

 

Dereel 

 

Trial Bus 

 

Bannockburn 

Colac 

Ballarat 

Enfield 0 km Low Enfield Trial Bus Ballarat 

Gheringhap 
0.0 km 

0.0 km 
Low 

Gheringhap 

Gheringhap 

V/Line Bus 

Trial Bus 

Bannockburn 

Geelong 

Haddon 
0.0 km 

0.0 km 
Low 

Haddon 

Haddon 

V/Line Bus 

C.Transport 
Ballarat 

Inverleigh 

0.0 km 

0.0 km 

13.4 km 

Low 

Inverleigh 

Inverleigh 

Bannockburn 

Trial Bus 

V/Line Bus 

Vline Bus 

Bannockburn 

Lethbridge 0.0 km Low Lethbridge V/Line Bus Bannockburn 

Linton 
0.0 km 

0.0 km 
Low 

Linton 

Linton 

V/Line Bus 

C.Transport 
Ballarat 

Meredith 0 km Low Meredith V/Line Bus Bannockburn 

Napoleons 
0.0 km 

7.4 km 
Low 

Napoleons 

Buninyong 

Trial Bus 

Domestic Bus 
Ballarat 

Newtown 
4.1 km 

4.1 km 
Low 

Scarsdale 

Scarsdale 

V/Line Bus 

C.Transport 
Ballarat 

Rokewood 0.0 km Low Rokewood Trial Bus 
Colac 

Bannockburn 

Ross Creek 
0.0 km 

7.8 km 
Low 

Ross Creek 

Sebastopol 

Trial Bus 

Domestic Bus 
Ballarat 



 
Town 

 
Distance to  
public transport  

 
Rating 

 
Access Points 

 
Type  

 
Taxi Zone 

Russells Bridge 
3.6 km 

3.6 km 
Low 

Bannockburn 

Bannockburn 

V/Line Bus 

Trial Bus 
Bannockburn 

Scarsdale 
0.0 km 

0.0 km 
Low 

Scarsdale 

Scarsdale 

V/Line Bus 

C.Transport 
Ballarat 

Smythes Creek 
0.0 km 

4.3 km 
Low 

Smythes Creek 

Delacombe 

V/Line Bus 

Domestic Bus 
Ballarat 

Smythesdale 
0.0 km 

0.0 km 
Low 

Smythesdale 

Smythesdale 

V/Line Bus 

C.Transport 
Ballarat 

Teesdale 
0.0 km 

11.4 km 
Low 

Teesdale 

Bannockburn 

Trial Bus 

V/Line Bus 
Bannockburn 



Identified Transport Gaps 
The towns in the Golden Plains Shire with identified service gaps have been grouped into 
possible future transport routes based on transport disadvantage, existing road structure 
and realistic route design. These routes have been identified strategically and are subject to 
change based on community need & support, available funding and Department of 
Transport approval.  
 
Demand Responsive Opportunities 
As many of the proposed routes include rural towns with small populations, opportunities for 
a service with DRT capabilities will be investigated. DRT opportunities are marked as red 
dots on the following maps. 
 

 This mark represents a DRT opportunity 
 
Route 1:  
This route aims to service Skipton Pittong, Linton, Snake Valley, Hillcrest, Smythesdale, 
Haddon, Ross Creek, Smythes Creek and Ballarat Station The proposed route crosses the 
boundaries of Golden Plains, Corangamite & Pyrenees Shires and the City of Ballarat.  
 

 
 
Route 2:  
This route aims to service Rokewood, Rokewood Junction, Illabarook, Cape Clear, 
Piggoreet, Newtown, Scarsdale, Smythesdale, Ross Creek and Ballarat. DRT opportunities 
exist at Pitfield, Happy Valley and Italian Gully.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Route 3: 
This route aims service Mt Bute, Wallinduc, Pitfield and link with proposed route 2 at Cape 
Clear. DRT opportunities exist for Willowvale. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Route 4:  
This route aims to service Cressy and link in with the Rokewood to Ballarat trial service at 
Rokewood. DRT opportunities exist for Werneth & Wilgul. 
 

 
  
Route 5: 
This route aims to service Mt Mercer, Grenville, Garibaldi, Durham Lead & Scotchmans 
Lead and link into the V/Line services in Buninyong. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Route 6: 
This route aims to service the towns of Bamganie, Cargerie and Woodbourne and link into 
the V/Line services in Elaine. 
 

  
 
 
Route 7:  
This route aims to service the town of Warrambine and may link into trial services in either 
Rokewood or Shelford depending on which regional centre the town identifies with. 
 

 
 
Golden Connections 1 Year Action Plan 
What is the Golden Connections Action Plan? 
The Golden Connections 1 Year Action Plan has been developed to provide direction to the 
Golden Connections project. Each project has been grouped into high, medium and low 
priority areas. The action plan in this report is current to August 2009 and is subject to 
change. 
 
High priority projects receive the most attention because they may be nearing completion, 
require immediate attention or have been identified as high priority by the Golden 
Connections Steering Group. 
 
Medium priority projects receive steady attention and are ongoing in nature due to the high 
amount of hours involved. As high priority projects are completed, medium priority projects 
may move up. 
 
Low priority projects receive the little attention and are on the list as a merely as 
opportunities for additional projects in the future. As other priorities are completed low 
priority projects may move up. 
 



Project Goal Priority Action Completion Anticipated Result 
Consult with stakeholders 
and service providers 2009 

Consultation to support proposal 
will be completed 

Complete South Shire 
Survey 2009 

Data from targeted towns will be 
collected. 

 Get draft approved by 
Golden Plains Shire 2009 Draft Approved 

Submit Completed 
Proposal 2009 Proposal is approved 

Bannockburn Loop 
Proposal i 

1,3,4 High 

Service is launched 2009 Community reports satisfaction 

Consult with stakeholders 
and service providers 2009 

Consultation to support proposal 
will be completed 

Get draft approved by 
Golden Plains Shire 

2009 Draft Approved 

Submit Completed 
Proposal 2009 Proposal is approved 

Geelong to 
Bannockburn 
Proposal ii 

1,2,3,4 High 

Service is launched 2009 Community reports satisfaction 

Consult with stakeholders 
and service providers 2009 

Consultation to support proposal 
will be completed 

Complete North Shire 
Survey 2009 

Data from targeted towns will be 
collected. 

Complete draft of proposal 2009 Draft will be completed 

 Get draft approved by 
Golden Plains Shire 

2009 Draft Approved 

Submit Proposal 2009 Proposal is approved 

Skipton to Ballarat 
Proposal iii 

 
1,2,3,4 High 

Service is launched 2010 Community reports satisfaction 

Gather evidence to support 
review 2009 Evidence is collected Rokewood to 

Ballarat Trial 
Service iv 

1,2,3,4 

 
High 

Submit Completed Review 2009 Service is continued 



Strategy Goal Priority Action Completion Anticipated Result 

Meet all partners in GPS 2009 All partners have been met 

Organise Partnership 
meeting 

2009 
Existing partners confirmed 

New partners identified 

Send out EoI’s for 
partnerships 

2009 
Existing partners confirmed 

New partners identified 

Draft ToR and MoU 2009 ToR & MoU drafted and sent out 

Regular communication to 
partners Ongoing 

Partners are informed of project 
progress. 

Develop 
Partnerships v 

1,2,3,4 

5,6,7 
Medium 

Evaluate partnership 2010 
Steering group reports satisfaction 
with partnership 

Steering Group Meetings 
held Ongoing 

Steering Group held in 
Bannockburn 

Set priorities and mark 
funding milestones Ongoing 

Priorities are set, Milestones are 
marked, progressed and promoted. 

Regularly communicate 
with partners Ongoing 

There is open communication with 
partners 

Steering Group vi 
1,2,3,4 

5,6,7 
Medium 

Evaluate partnership 2010 
Steering group reports satisfaction 
with partnership 

Identify project partners Ongoing 
Project groups are identified as 
needed 

Project Group/s vii 
1,2,3,4 

5,6,7 
Medium 

Collaborate on project 
goals/actions Ongoing 

Project groups perform well and are 
goal focussed. 

Regional TCP 
Webpage viii 

 

 

 

 

2,3,7 

 

 

 

 

Medium 

 

 

 

 

Assist prototype 
development 

 

 

 

 

TBA 

 

 

 

 

Prototype is developed 

 

 

 

 



Strategy Goal Priority Action Completion Anticipated Result 

Investigate need  TBA 
The need and available delivery 
options are identified. 

Transport Education 
Program ix 2,3,7 Medium 

Utilise existing education 
program  

TBA Existing Transport Education 
Program is utilised 

Complete Needs 
Assessment for Disability 
Transport in Golden Plains 
Shire 

TBA Needs Assessment is completed 
Disability 
Transport x 1,2,3,7 Medium 

Complete Actions in the 
Golden Plains Shire 
Disability Strategy 

2010 Actions in the Disability Strategy 
are completed 

Promote existing paths and 
trails Ongoing Paths & Trails are promoted 

Proactively seek external 
funding to support paths 
and trails 

Ongoing Jobs Fund Bike Trails Grant 
Submitted 21/5/09 is approved. 

Map all opportunities for 
active transport in the Shire Ongoing 

All opportunities for active transport 
in Golden Plains Shire are mapped. 

Active Transport xi 2,5,6 Medium 

Collaborate with 
stakeholders to improve 
paths & trails in the shire 

Ongoing 
Opportunities for path and trail 
improvement are investigated and 
documented 

Begin collating data for 
Transport & Healthy 
Ageing Services Package 

Ongoing Transport and Service Package is 
developed 

Whole of Shire 
Transport & 
Healthy Ageing 
Services Package 
xii 

1,2,3,4 

5,6,7 
Medium 

Submit draft  TBA 
Draft approved, Package 
developed 

School Holiday 
Transport xiii 

1,2,3,4 

5 
Medium 

Collaborate with 
stakeholders to organise 
school holiday transport 

Ongoing 
School holiday transport is 
organised, delivered and 
documented 



 
 
 

Strategy  Priority Action Completion Anticipated Result 
 

Golden Plains 
Shire Transport 
Connections & 
Healthy Ageing 
Webpage xiv 

 

1,2,3,4 

,5,6,7 

 

Medium 

 

Develop information to go 
onto the Healthy Ageing 
and Transport Connections 
Webpage’s  

 

1/12/09 

 

Transport Connections & Healthy 
Ageing Webpage is developed. 

 

 

L2P Program xv 2,4 Low 
Investigate the need for a 
L2P program in the Golden 
Plains Shire  

TBA The need for an L2P program in 
Golden Plains Shire is investigated 

Put forward project 
proposal to GPS TBA 

Roaming Transport Bus is 
approved Roaming Transport 

Bus xvi 
1,2,3,4 

5,6,7 
Low 

Investigate the need for a 
roaming transport bus TBA 

The need tor a roaming transport 
bus is investigated 

Travel Smart xvii 2,3,4,5 Low 
Investigate opportunity for 
Golden Plains Shire 
Travelsmart Project 

TBA 
Travelsmart project is investigated 
and its viability in GPS is reported 
to steering group. 

Future Project 
Sustainability xviii 

1,2,3,4 

5,6,7 
Low 

Investigate possible 
options for project 
sustainability beyond the 
funding agreement 

TBA 
Project sustainability will be 
investigated. 



 
                                                           
i The Bannockburn Loop service aims to operate 3 days a week on Tuesdays, Fridays and Saturdays and connect the towns of 
Inverleigh, Teesdale and Shelford to each other and to Bannockburn. 
 
ii The Geelong to Bannockburn service aims to operate five days a week on weekdays and service Geelong City, Geelong 
Station, Batesford, Gheringhap and Bannockburn. This particular trial aims to support the existing V/Line service which runs 
daily to Geelong and Ballarat. 
 
iii The Skipton to Ballarat service aims to connect the towns of Pittong, Linton, Snake Valley, Hillcrest, Smythesdale, 
Haddon, Ross Creek and Smythes Creek to the nearby regional centre of Ballarat. 
 
iv The Rokewood to Ballarat service operates twice a week on Tuesdays and Thursdays, stopping at Rokewood, Dereel, 
Enfield, Napoleons, Ross Creek, Curtis Street, Lydiard Street and Norman Street. This service also operates on Fridays 
during the school holidays until December 2010. 
 
v Developing partnerships means to meet all the service providers, community leaders, organisations and businesses in the 
shire and gauge their interest in supporting the Transport Connections Project. 
 
vi The Steering Group meets quarterly and involves the service providers, community leaders, organisations and businesses 
who expressed interest in participating. The Steering Group helps guide the project, prioritise potential projects and helps to 
identify transport issues or concerns. 
 
vii Partners are informed of potential and actual projects that are specific to their identified area of interest. Projects groups 
help drive specific projects and support data collection and project proposals. 
 
viii Corangamite Transport Connections Project are developing a prototype regional website for the transport connections 
project. Golden Plains Shire is part of the prototype. 
 
ix The transport education program aims to provide community education around understanding, identifying and using public 
transport. 
 
x The disability needs assessment aims to identify the locations of residents with a disability and assess their transport needs. 
 
xi Identify, promote and support active transport opportunities in the Golden Plains Shire. 
xii The transport package aims to provide easy to read information, maps and contact details of all the transport opportunities 
(including active transport) in the Golden Plains Shire.  
 
xiii School holiday transport opportunities will be made available to residents in the North, Central and Southern parts of the 
Shire to help address the issue of youth transport. 
 
xiv A Transport Connections Project and Healthy Ageing Webpages will be developed and made available on the Golden 
Plains Shire Website. 
 
xv The L2P program aims to assist learner drivers complete their required 120 hours of driving experience using a 
combination of volunteer and professional driving instructors. 
 
xvi The Roaming Transport Bus aims to provide on the ground, service information to Golden Plains Shire residents and also 
assist to identify local issues. The bus travel to each town in the shire and link in with existing community events where 
possible. 
 
xvii The Travelsmart project aims to increase participation in active transport by school aged children. 
 
xviii Investigating opportunities to support the financial sustainability of the Transport Connections Project beyond the funding 
allocations. 


