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Putting sustainable transport in the spotlight

Strong advocates, delivering results
Knox Council’s push for better local sustainable transport options is stronger than ever, according to a new report.
The report, tabled at Council’s 23 February Council meeting, detailed 12 months of activity that has seen significant investment in Knox’s sustainable transport network.
“We’ve never shied away from our role as sustainable transport advocates, and it’s paying dividends across our community,” said the Chair of Council’s Public Transport Consultative Committee, Mick Van de Vreede. “Over the past 12 months we’ve seen significant progress towards a more sustainable Knox, but we’re keen to continue the work.”
The report outlines significant improvements to Knox’s SmartBus and shared path network, as well as new TravelSmart initiatives helping reduce car dependency among Knox’s residents. By focussing on the benefits of walking, cycling, public transport and carpooling it’s a program helping residents embrace a more sustainable way of getting around. 

Continued involvement in the Eastern Transport Coalition (ETC) has been another highlight, strengthening the regional approach to boosting public transport options in Melbourne’s east.

“Our cumulative efforts over the past few years have seen the abolishment of Zone 3 fares, and the introduction of new SmartBus services along Stud and Wellington Roads — and it’s great to see that hard work continue over the past 12 months.

“We’ve seen significant State Government investment in our SmartBus network, particularly with the construction of priority bus lanes along Stud Road,” Cr Van de Vreede added. “And Council’s own work to boost our shared path network has been welcomed by cyclists and pedestrians community-wide.
“But we’re still waiting for a State Government commitment to our two big ticket items — the Rowville Rail and the extension of a tram from Vermont South. With the State election on the horizon, we’ll be doing everything we can to get some firm political commitments towards these two key public transport upgrades.”

ENDS
Towards a more sustainable Knox…


Public transport highlights:


Ongoing work with the Public Transport Consultative Committee, Bicycle Committee and Eastern Transport Coalition.


Chief advocates for Knox’s SmartBus improvements, including the provision of additional services and priority Stud Road bus lanes


Talaskia Road Precinct TravelSmart project, targeting residents, schools, businesses and workers in the area and helping them choose sustainable transport options over cars.


Knox Central TravelSmart/Local Area Access project, a joint initiative between Knox Council and Swinburne University to reduce car-dependency.


Working with key businesses in the Knox Central area to develop travel plans, and encourage people to seek alternative forms of transport.


Completing the Bayswater Railway Station Shared Path link.


Commencing a new section of the Corhanwarrabul Creek Trail, which will eventually link Stud and Wellington Roads.


Completing a missing link on the Ferntree Gully Road shared path


Supporting the ETC Monster Petition, pushing for transport improvements in Melbourne’s east.
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