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MTF Submission to Growth Area Authority
Infrastructure for Growth Corridors a precondition for development
Existing growth suburbs are public transport deprived and highly car dependent.  The current serious and widespread backlog in the delivery of public transport infrastructure in growth areas will be compounded by the extension of the UGB.  

The links between sustainable transport and household economics, community health, environmental values, and general liveability have been well documented.  It is emphasised that high quality public transport with an emphasis on reliability and frequency should be an automatic part of development  to improve the connectivity between adjacent residential areas, activity centres, employment precincts and transport nodes. The transport infrastructure required to implement such a high quality network should be viewed as essential  as all other household infrastructure connections such as sewerage, electricity, gas, telephone, drainage which are all provided at the beginning of a development .  This would enable transit oriented development (TOD) generating considerable efficiencies by reducing vehicular travel, land, parking and travel costs.

Unacceptably high transport costs, coupled with distance from jobs and vulnerability to peak oil, are such that the MTF is firmly of the view that growth corridor development should not proceed until the government commits to the public transport infrastructure necessary to support that development.

The MTF appreciates the significant upfront cost.  It suggests that the State pursue options to better fund public transport including developer contributions, road user charges, infrastructure bonds, and the Commonwealth substantially increasing the State share of national revenue for public transport infrastructure.
MTF has raised these issues in its previous submissions to the GAA.  Attached are copies which are still most pertinent to the current review.

Scope to reduce transport demands in growth areas
In the face of rapid growth and demand for services, key factors which can reduce transport demand and the load on government and community, are:

· land use and settlement patterns minimising car travel, particularly home to work;
· residential density supporting nearby provision of services, shops, schools and jobs;
· programs and incentives to businesses and agencies to locate in growth corridors;
· proactive approach to travel demand management;
· priority to sustainable transport options, specifically, encouraging walking and cycling trips close to home; and above all –
· timely, orderly and committed roll-out of essential transport infrastructure giving confidence to developers, residents and local businesses.

 
The MTF reiterates that TOD settlement patterns, which can significantly lighten the transport load of a community, can only work if the appropriate sustainable transport infrastructure is put in first.  Judicious investment in public transport with supporting cycling and walking networks, provides the framework and confidence for mixed intensive land use which inner Melbourne is so fortunate to have.  Denying this to Melbourne’s outer suburbs, creates a divided city which will be greatly exacerbated as peak oil and carbon taxes put pressures on energy availability.  This also places a drag on productivity and State domestic product.
 
These issues have been extensively documented and there is no excuse to ignore them.

 
At a recent MTF meeting on 7 December 2011, four growth corridor councils presented views on corridor plans.  In general, there was strong support for the principles guiding the plans; but there is little confidence that the current mechanisms by which these growth areas are developed, will do justice to commitments underscoring these principles.  
The MTF urges the GAA to address how the corridor plans will be implemented, how necessary overlays are applied, and how key infrastructure development can be locked in as a pre-condition for land release.

 
The four growth corridor councils present a similar message:

· there is a current serious shortfall in transport infrastructure;
· they feature a broad range of ensuing problems - social, economic, environmental as well as transport;
· they all face rapid growth and demand for residential land; 

· there is lack of appropriate transport investment in the foreseeable future;
· there is high vulnerability for present and future communities.

 

The MTF urges the GAA to work closely with growth corridor councils who have extensive experience in their local areas. As long term custodians of their municipalities, they are well aware of issues that emerge later if sound planning and groundwork is not done.  As stated in the City of Casey presentation:  
‘fast track slimmed down PSP(Precinct Structure Plan) processes – quicker at the front end but more issues arise at the back end and fall to Council to resolve.’
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