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Knox City Council

Demographic Data Supporting Demand
For Public Transport Services
Public Transport:
Population groups most affected by poor access to public transport – youth, aged population, people with a disability. Future trends with these demographics summarised below.
Increases in number of aged

Increases in number with disability

Stable (significant) youth population (12-17 cohort averaging 8% of population over next 20 years and 18-24 averaging 10% of population over same period)
An ageing population: 

Mature residents (55+)

· The number and proportion of older people (55+ years) in Knox has been growing steadily over the last decade. 

· The number of older people increased by 64% between 1996 and 2006. 
· The share of older people in Knox -in the past always below the Melbourne average - is now similar.

· The increase in median age in Knox from 32.2 in 1996 to 36.1 in 2006, is indicative of the progressive ageing of the community

	1996
	2001
	2006

	18,800
	24,300
	30,800

	14%
	17%
	21%

	20% (Melb. Average)
	21%
	23%


· By 2011, nearly one in four Knox residents will be aged 55+, with nearly a third of the population (28%) aged over 55 years by 2021, and stabilising at around this level over the ten years, 2021-2031.
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Number & percentage, people aged 55+ years, Knox 1996-2031
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Source: ABS Censuses 1996, 2001, 2006; id Population Forecasts, 2007)

‘Retirees’ (65+):
Retirees

Assuming a retirement age of 65 years, population forecasts show that nearly 3000 people will move into this age group between 2006 and 2011. The biggest increase in numbers of Knox residents reaching retirement age will occur between 2011 and 2016 when the number of people 65 years or older is expected to increase by a further 4000 people.  (a total of 7000 additional retiree aged residents over the ten years, 2006-2016).
Numbers at retirement age, 65+, Knox 2006 -2031

	2006

(Census)
	2011 est.
	2016 est.
	2021 est.
	2026 est.
	2031 est.



	15,800
	18,700
	22,600
	25,300
	27,300
	28,700



Source: id Population Forecasts (2007)
· The number of people of retirement age (65+) in the Knox community is projected to increase by over 40% over the ten years (2006-2016) and to approach doubling (82% increase) within 25 years – from 15,800 in 2006, to 28,700 by 2031.
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The projected figures for the aged population (65+ years) are shown in the following graph.

Figure 1.8
Aged population (65+ years), Knox, 2001-2031 
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Source: id Consulting Population Forecast (2007), ERP 

Youth
	Age
	2006
	2011
	2016
	2021
	2026
	2031

	12-17
	14095 (9.2%)
	13120

(8.5%)
	12722

(8.0%)
	12476

(7.7%)
	12641

(7.6%)
	12972

(7.6%)

	18-24
	15677

(10.2%)
	15999

(10.4%)
	16114

(10.1%)
	15856

(9.8%)
	16020

(9.6%)
	16414

(9.6%)
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Source: id Consulting Population Forecast (2007), ERP 

Location within Knox – 2001 and 2016:
Youth numbers

	People aged 12 to 25 years

2001 (numbers)
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	People aged 12 to 25 years

2016 (numbers)
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Older residents – 2001 & 2016:
	People aged 55 years and over
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	People aged 55 years and over

2016 (numbers)
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· By 2016, all areas are expected to experience an increase in 55+ year olds, consistent with the ageing of the population. The largest increase is expected in Rowville followed by Ferntree Gully, Wantirna South, Boronia and Wantirna. The Basin, Lysterfield and Upper Ferntree Gully are expected to experience the lowest increases in this age group.
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People with a disability:
1.7 Future estimates of disability

Previous sections have reinforced a strong association between age and disability including a disproportionate share of major disability among those aged 65 years and over. As a result, the most important factor in determining or predicting the rate of major disability in a community – is the age structure of the population.
 With a growing ageing population, increases in life expectancy and continued medical advances, the number of people with major disability is expected to increase in the future. These influences will have no less an impact on Knox.

Population forecasts project the population of aged population (65+) in Knox to increase by over 40% in the decade 2006- 2016 and to approach doubling (82% increase) in the twenty-five years, 2006-2031. (Refer Healthy Ageing Profile for further discussion). Growth in the share of the population aged over 65 years will increase numbers in the community with significant core activity limitations and have major implications for local health and community services.
The following table is based on projecting the rate of disability estimated within Knox in 2003 (SDAC) to the forecast population size and structure of Knox in the future.
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Table 1.8
Estimated numbers with major disability* by age group – Knox 2003-2031

	Year   

          Age
	0-14
	15-24
	25-34
	35-44
	45-54
	55-64
	65-74
	75+
	Total

	2003
	1412
	403
	429
	636
	881
	870
	818
	1314
	6763

	2006
	1268
	434
	403
	632
	917
	1017
	944
	1833
	7448

	2011
	1251
	433
	397
	598
	925
	1159
	1190
	2006
	7959

	2021
	1249
	424
	423
	595
	913
	1236
	1654
	2625
	9119

	2031
	1301
	439
	438
	627
	934
	1247
	1758
	3240
	9984


*Severe or profound core activity limitation
Source: Extrapolation based on SDAC, 2003 estimates

Note: SDAC assessment of data quality (2003) notes reasonable accuracy though advises some caution for data for age groups <25 years and 75+ years. Any error in data for 2003 will therefore be extrapolated into future year estimates.

· Based on this scenario, the number of Knox residents with major disability is anticipated to remain fairly stable for all age groups aged below 55 years (2003-2031). With an ageing population, however, the number of people in the 55-64 year age cohort with major disability will increase by over 40% and numbers for the aged community 65+ years, anticipated to more than double. By 2031 it is estimated that there will be at least 5000 people aged 65 and over in Knox with a severe or profound disability – an increase of nearly 3000 people.
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· The above uses the 2003 rate of major disability found in the Knox population, including the rate found in the age group where the most disability activity occurs  - the 65+ age group (@ 17%). This is the most conservative scenario. Numbers would be even higher using the 2003 national ‘benchmark’ on rate of major disability in the same population cohort (@22.5%). With continued medical advances and greater rates of survival into very oldest age groups post 65, the average rate of major disability in the 65+ age group may continue to increase. This is the scenario anticipated in the Inferred Disability data
 shown below.

Figure 1.10
Projected growth scenarios, major disability, Knox, 2003-2031
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Source: Extrapolated from SDAC, 2003; Disability Inferred Rate –VLGA Social Statistics

·  According to the Disability Inferred Data, there would be around 10,000 people aged 65+ in Knox with major disability by 2031 – an increase of nearly 7000 over 2003 numbers. Note, however, that this data starts from a higher base than the 2003 small area estimate produced by the National Disability Administration/ABS. The final figure is likely to lie somewhere between these two ‘extremes’. 
� Based on the 2003 SDAC, coupled with the population and age profile of Knox. Future year estimates synthesised from the values of a ‘typical’ area with the particular characteristics ascertained from the SDAC, 2003 – Source VLGA Social Statistics
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